
































For MONDAY, July 18, 1785. 





From the LOUNGER, a periodical Paper, now publifoing weekly 
at Edinburgh, 


T is fomewhat remarkable, that the metropolis of Scotland 

fhould, within the fpace of a few years, produce two perio» 
dical papers : the Mirror, of which we formerly prefented our 
readers with feveral extracts ; and this prefent one, the Lounger ; 
while London, with all its advantages in point of fize, manners, 
fafhion, and extravagance, has produced none of any note fince 
the Connoifleur. The great fuccefs of the Mirror probably en- 
couraged the editor to fet on foot the prefent work, which feems 
to be carried on much in the ftile and fp.rit of the former. As 
a fpecimen of this performance, we fhall infert one of the latei 
papers. 





NUMBER XVII, 
Saturday, May 28, 1785. 
To th AUTHOR of the LOUNGER, 
Sf aR, 
IF I am not mifinformed, you have taken up the fame fort of 


bufinefs which was formerly carried on by a gentleman who pub- 
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lifhed his performances under the title of the Mirror, with whom 
[ had once or twice occafion, not very agreeable ones, to corre- 
fpond. AsI fuppofe you have got that gentleman’s good-will, 
I am inclined to deal with you as his fucceffor ; and I truft you 
will ufe me as well as he did, by giving a place to this letter, 
containing an account of grievances, which I know not where 
elfe to find redrefs for. You will find my correfpondence, tho’ 
not elegant, at leaft authentic. ‘The family of the Homefpuns, 
though I fay it who fhould not, were always to be trufted ina 
ftory ; truth and plain-dealinn was their motto, and I hope will 
continue fo, if bad neighbours don’t fpoil them. 

The negleé&t of the great lady, which my daughter Elizabeth 
thought fit to complain of in the Mirror, was of fingular ufe in 
my family. My young lady came back to the country fo quict 
and fo reafonable a girl, that her mother and | had not once oc- 
cafion to chide her for a twelvemonth ; at the end of which we 
had propofals of marriage for her from her uncle’s partner, 
whom fhe mentions in the paper I allude to; and fhe confented 
to become the wife of 3 plain, virtuous, well-doing young man, 
though he had nothing of finery or fafhion about him. They 
are as happy as can be, and have two {tout cherry-cheeked boys, 
who, I am told, are the pictures of their grandfather. 

The reft of us remain as we were ; at leaft we did fo ’till 
within thefe two months. My lady —-—— made fome over- 
tures towards a renewal of our acquaintance about a twelvemonth 
ago; but it was agreed to decline them, and I {taid at home to 
lay down a field of fpring wheat, inftead of going to vote for a 
parliament-man. ‘The waiits of my wife and daughters had re- 
turned to their natural fize, and the heads of the latter had 
moulted of their feathers. Their hoops were fent to the lum- 
ber-garret, and powder and pomatum were fcarcely ever ufed 
but on Sundays. I fondly thought that all the follies of the fae 
mily were over, and that henceforth we fhould be reafonable and 
happv. Alas! Sir, I have difcovered that opportunity on! ly 
was wanting to renew them; the weeds were allin the ground, 
though my lady — *s coldnefs had chilled their erowth. 
Within thefe two months th¢ ey have fprung up witha vengeance. 

About that time, my neighbour Muthroo: n’s fon, who had 
been fent out to India about a dozen years ago, returned home 





with a fortune, as we are told, of 100,c00l. and has taken up his 
refidence at his father’s, till fome finer place fhall be found out 
for him, Before his arrival, he had made fevera! iarge remit- 
tances to his father, for the purp ofe of drefling up the old houfe 
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a little, fo asto make it fit for his reception, and had f 
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trunk full of fineries to drefs up his mother and fifters for the 
fame purpofe. The good old lady, however, reftrained her 
daughters from wearing them, (as indeed they did not well know 
how to make them up, or put themon), ’till her fon fhould ar- 
rive. His arrival furnifhed them witha very able afliftant: the 
young man had made a love-match, before he left this country, 
with a good-looking girl of our neighbourhood ; who, not alto- 
gether with his inclination, had gone out to him foon after his 
eftablifhment in India. This lady returned hither with him, and 
has edified all the family amazingly. Bot her inftructions are 
not confined to her own family : mine is unluckily included. 
This is a favour which my wife is very proud of, as Mrs. Mufh- 
room has forgot moit of her old acquaintance in the parith, and 
affociates only with us, and one or two more of her neighbours, 
who have what fhe calls capability, that is, Sir, as I underftand 
it, who will liften to all the nonfenfe fhe talks, and to all the 
follies the practifes. Thefe are ftrong words; but it would put 
any man in a paffion to fee how fhe goes on. I don’t know how 
it is, but Iam ten times angrier at this new plague than I was 
with lady - For her I had many apologies ; but to think of 
that little chit Peg Mufhroom playing all this mifchief among 
us ! Why, Sir, I remember her but as it were yefierday, when 
fhe ufed to come draggled to our houfe of a morning on foot, and 
ride home double, on my blind mare, behind one of the plough- 
boys. 

But I interrupt my account of things in my anger at them. 
The Sunday after thefe new-comers arrival, they appeared in 
church, where their pew was all carpeted and cuthioned over for 
their reception, fo bedizened—there were flowered muflins and 
gold muflins, white fhawls and red fhawls, white feathers and 
red feathers ; and every now and then the young Mufhroom 
girls pulled out little bottles, that fent fuch a perfume around 
them—Nay, my old friend, their father, like a fool as he was, 
had fuch a mixture of black fattin and pink fattin about him, 
and was fo {tiff and aukward in his finery, that he looked for all 
the world like the ding of Clubs, and feemed, poor man! to have 
as little to fay for himfelf, 

But all this, Sir, is no joking matter to me. Some of the 
neighbours, indeed, laugh at it; but we, who are favourites, 
fay that is nothing but envy. My wife and daughter Mary have 
rummaged out their sefes and feathers ; and the hoops, that had 
fuffered a little from the moths, have been put in complete re- 
pair again. I was filly enough to let my wife get hold of a 
draft on town for the price of my laft year’s barley, andI verily 
believe fle and Mary alone carry the produce of ten acres on 
G2 their 
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their backs. My wife faid a fhawl was a decent, comfortable 
wear, for a middle-aged woman like her, (my Rachael, by the 
way, has been fifty thefe ten years), and fo the gave orders to 
purchafe oneata fale in town, by which the gota monitrous bar- 
gain ; though 1 am afhamed to tell, that it itood me in two fat 
oxen, and a year-old cow. 

I am glad to take this eftimate of things, becaufe in the value 
of money we are now got intoa ftile of expreflion which lofes all 
idea of {mall fums, Hundreds and thoufands of pounds carried 
a fund of fome importance, and could eafily be divided into 
Jeffer parts ; but Madam Maofhroom’s lack, or half a lack, 
founds nothing at all ; and the has ftories which fhe tells to my 
poor gaping girls, ot a fingle {upper ia the eaft, given by fome 
nabob, with half a dozen ~hasd names, that colt one or two of 
thofe lacks, betides half a Jack in trifling prefents to the com- 
pany. In thefe ftories, the Eaft-India lady, being fubje& to no 
contradiction, goes on without interruption or commentary, till 
my poor wife and d: aughters heads are turned quite topfy-turvy. 
Even mine, though reckoned tolerably folid, is really dizzy with 
hearing her. There are fuch accounts of nabobs, rajahs, and 
rajah-pouts, elephants, palanquins, and proceffions, fo ftuck full 
of gold, diamonds, pear!s, and precious ftones, with epifodes of 
dancing girls, and otter of rofes ! [I have heard nothing like it 
fince I was a bx y, and ufed to be delighted with reading the 
Arabian Nights Entert: Linments 

T he effect of all this on my fa amily , you may eafily guefs. Not 
only d oes it rob me of my money, but them of their happinefs. 
Every thing that ufed to be thougat comfortable or convenient 
E wwery thing we 





formerly, is now intolerable and dilgufting. 
now puton, or eat, or drink, is immediate! ly brought into com- 
rifon with the drefs, provifions and liquors at Mufhroom. hall, 
or fo they have new-chriftened my neighbour’s farm houfe. My 
girls home-made gowns, of which they were lately fo p cond, 
have been thrown by with coutempt, fince they faw Mrs. Muth. 
room’s muflins from Benga! : our eg door fowls, we ufed to 
fay were fo fat and well- t: fted, we now make aukward atte empts, 
by garlic and pepper, to turn into the form of curries anc pee- 
fews; and the old Oétober, we were wont to brag all our 
neighbours with, none of the family bog mylelf will paw Ber 
to aay » fince they drank Mr. Mufhroom’s India Madeira. 

1 fhort, Sir, I am ten times worle off wich this freth difafter, 
than I was with the former unlucky intimacy with lady —— 
My lady ——— was at ome diflance in point of "pili ice, and fill 
more in point of ranl » from us; Dut this new plague is clofe at 
ers, and Mrs, Mufhroom 1s fo obliging as to be a conftaat 
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vifitor. I am really afraid that I muf {pend my little eftate, and 
leave this part of the country altogether ; that [ mutt try to find 
out fome new place of reiidence, where nabobs, rajahs, and lacks 
of rupees, were never heard of, and where people know no more 
of Bengal than the man in the moon, 

Iam, &c. 


JOHN HOMESPUN. 





REMARKABLE ANECDOTES ard CHARACTER of Mr. 
THOMAS MATHEW, in the County of Tipperary. 


[From the Life of Swift, written by T. Sheridan, and prefixed to the 
new Edition of his Works, in 17 Vols. Odtavo. ] 
URING the time that dean Swift refided in Ireland, there 
lived in that kingdom a gentleman of the name of Mae 
thew, whofe hiflory is worth recording. 

He was poflefled of a large eftate in the fineft county in that 
kingdom ‘Tipperary ; which produced a clear rent of 8oool. a 
year. As he delighted in a country life, he refolved to build a 
large commodious houfe for the reception of guefts, furrounded 
by 500 acres of his choiceft la all laid out upon a regular 
plan of improvement, according to the new adopted mot of 
Englifh gardening, (which had fupplanted the bad Dutch tafle 
brought in by king William), and of which he was the firft who 
fet the example in Ireland; nor was there any improvement of 
that fort in England, which was comparable to his, either in 
point of beauty or extent. 

As this defign was formed early in life, in order to accomplith 
his point without incurring any debt on his eliate, he retired to 
the continent for feven years, and lived upon Sool. a year, 
while the remaining income of his eftate was employed in carry- 
ing on the great works he had planned there. Whea all was 
completed, he returned to his native country ; and after fome 
time pafled in the metropolis, to revive the old, and cultivate 
new acquaintance, he retired to his feat at Thomas town, to pafs 











the remainder of his days there. 

As he was one of the fineit gentlemen of the age, and pofe 
fefled of fo large a property, he found no dificulty, during his 
refidence in Dublin, to get accefs to all whofe character for ta- 
Jents or probity made him defirous to cultivate their acquain- 





tance. Out of thele he feleCted fach as were moft conformable 
to his tafte, inviting them to pats fuch leifure time as they might 
have upon their hands at Thomas-town,. As there was fome- 
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54 
thing uncommonly fingular in his mode of living, fuch as I be- 
lieve was never carried into practice by any mortal before in an 
equal degree, I fancy the reader will not be difpleafed with an 
account of the particulars of it 

His houfe had been chiefly contrived to anfwer the noble pur- 
pofe of that conftant hofpitality which he intended to maintain 
there. It contained forty commodious apartments for guetts, 
with fuitable accommodations to their fervants. Each apartment 
was completely furnifhed with every convenience that could be 
wanted, even to the minateft article. When a gueft arrived, he 
fhewed him his apartment, faying, ‘* This is your caftle, here you 
are to command as abfolotely as in your own houfe; you may 
breakfaft, dine and fup here, whenever you pleafe, and invite 
fuch of the guefts to accompany you as may be moft agreeable 
to you.” He then fhewed him the common parlour, where he 
faid a daily ordinary was kept, at which he might dine when it 
was more agreeable to him to mix in fociety; ** but from this 
moment you are never to know me as matter of the houfe, and 
only to confider me as one of the gueits.” 

In order to put an end to all ceremony at meal-time, he took 
his place at random at the table ; and thus all ideas of prece- 
dence being laid afide, the gueits feated themfelves promifcu- 
oufly, without any regard to difference of rank or quality. 
There was a large room, fitted up exactly like a coffee-houfe, 
where a bar-maid and waiters attended to furnith refrefhments at 
all times of the day. Here fuch as chofe it, breakfalted at their 
own hour. It was furnifhed with chefs-boards, back-gammon 
tables, news. papers, pamphlets, &c. in all the forms of a city 
coffee-houfe. but the moft extraordinary circumftance in his 
whole domettic arrangements, was that of a detached room in 
one of the extremities of the houfe, called the Tavern. As 
he was himfelf avery temperate man, and many of his guelts 
were of the fame difpofition, the quantity of wine for the ufe of 
the common room was but moderate: but as drinking was much 
in fafhion in thofe days, in order to gratify fuch of his guetts as 
had indulged themfelves in that cuftom, he had recourie to the 
above-mentioned contrivance ; and it was the cuftom of all who 
loved a cheerful glafs, to adjourn to the tavern foon after dinner, 
and Jeave the more fober folks to themfelves. Here a waiter, in 
a blue apron, attended, (as was the fathion then), and all things 
in the room were fo contrived as to honour the illufion. Here 
every one called for what liquor they liked, with as little re- 
ftraint as if they were really in a public-houfe, and to pay their 
fhare of reckoning. Here too the midnight orgies of Bacchus 
were often celebrated, with as much noife as is cuftomary in his 
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city temples, without in the leaft dcifturbing the repofe of the 
more fober part of the family. Games of all forts were al- 
lowed, but under fuch reftrictions as to prevent gambling ; and 
fo as to anfwer their trae end, that of amufement, without in- 
jury to the purfe of the plavers. There were two billiard-ta- 
bles, and a large bowling-green. Ample provifion was made for 
all fuch as delighted in country fports ; fithing tackle of all 
forts ; a variety of guns, with proper ammunition ; a pack of 
buck-hounds, another of fox-hounds, and another of harriers. 
He conftantly kept twenty choice hunters in his ftables for the 
ufe of thofe who were not properly mounted for the chace. It 
may be thought that his income was not fufficient to fupport fe 
expenfive an eftablifhment ; but wien it is confidered that 8000}. 

a year at that time was fully equal to double that fum at pre- 
fent ; that his large demefne, in fome of the richeft foil in Ire- 
land, furnifhed the houfe with every neceflary except groceries 
and wine ; it may be fuppofed to be eafily practicable, if under 
the regulation of a {trict ceeconomy, of which no man was a 
greater mafter. 

I am told his plan was fo well formed, and he had fuch checks 
upon all his domeftics, that it was impoffible there could be any 
wafte, or that any article from the larder, or a fingle bottle of 
wine fromthe cellar, could have been purloined without immedi- 
ate deteCtion. This was done partly by the choice of faithful 
ftewards, and clerks of approved integrity; but chiefly by his 
own fuperintendence of the whole, as not a day paffed without 
having all the accounts of the preceding one laid before him. 
This he was enabled to do by hisearly rifing ; and the bufinefs 
being finithed before others were out of their beds, he always 
appeared the moit difengaged man in the houfe, and feemed to 
concern in the conduét of it as any of the guefts. 











have as Ictle 

And indeed toa ftranger he might eafily pafs for fuch, as he 
made it a point that no one fhould confider him in the light of 
matler of the houle, nor pay him the leaft civilities on that 
{core ; which he carried fo far, that he fometimes went abroad 
without giving any notice, and ftaid away feveral days, while 
things went on as ufual at home ; and on his return he would 
not allow any gratulations to be made him, nor any other no- 
tice taken of him, than if he had not been abfent during that 
time. ‘The arrangements of every fort were fo prudently made, 
that no multiplicity of guefts, or their domettics, ever cccafioned 
any rder 3 aud all thin gs were conducted with the fame cafe 
and regularity as in a private family. There was one point 


which feemed ci great difiiculty, that of efablifhing certain fig 
nals, by which cach fervant might know when he was fummoned 
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to his mafter’s apartment. For this purpofe, there was a great 
hall appropriated to their ufe, where they always aflembled when 
they were upon duty; Along the wall bells were ranged in or- 
der, one to each apartment, with the number of the chamber 
marked over it ; fo that when any one of them was rung, they 
had only to turn their eyes to the bell, and fee what fervant was 
called. 

Mr. Mathew was the firft who put an end to that inhofpitable 
cuftom of giving vails to fervants, by making a fuitable addi- 
tion to their wages ; at the fame time affuring them, that if 
they ever took any afterwards, they fhould be difcharged with 
difgrace ; and to prevent temptation, the guefts were informed 


that Mr. Mathew would conlider it as the higheft affront, if any 


offer of that fort was made. 

As Swift had heard much of this place from Dr. Sheridan, 
who had been often a welcome gueft there, both on account of 
his companionable qualities, and as being preceptor to the ne« 
phew of Mr. Mathew, he was defirous of feeing with his own 
eyes whether the report of it was true, which he could not help 
thinking to have been much exaggerated. 

Upon receiving information of this from Dr. Sheridan, Mr. 
Mathew wrote a polite letter to the dean, requefting the honour 
of avifit, in company with the doétor, on his ‘next fchool vaca~- 
tion, They fet out accordingly on horfeback, attended by a gen- 
tleman who was a near relation of Mr. Mathew, and from whom 
I received the whole of the following account. 

They had fcarce reached the inn where they were to pafs the 
firft night, (and which, like moft of the Irifh inns at that time, 
afforded but miferable entertainment), when a coach and fix 
horfes arrived, fent to convey them the remainder of their jour- 
ney to Thomas-town ; and at the fame time bringing ftore of the 
choiceft viands, wine and other liquors, for their refrefhment, 

Swift was highly pleafed, with this uncommon mark of atten- 
tion paid him ; and the circumflance of the coach proved parti- 
cularly agreeable, as he had been a good deal fatigued with his 
day’s journey. 

When they came within fight of the houfe, the dean, afto- 
nifhed at its magnitude, cried out, ‘‘ What, in the name of God, 
can be the ufe of tuch a vaft building ?” “* Why, Mr. Dean, 
(replied their fellow-traveller before mentioned), there are no 
lefs than forty apartments for gueits in that houfe, and all of 
them probably occupied at this time, except what are reierved for 
us ”? 5 
Swift, in his ufyal manner, called outto the coachman to ftop, 


and bade him tura about, and drive him back to Dublin, ty 
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could not think of mixing with fuch a croud. ‘‘ Weli, ({aid 
he afterwards fuddenly), there is no remedy ; I muft fubmit, for 
I have loft a fortnight of my life.”’ Mr. Mathew received him 
at the door with uncommon marks of refpeét; and then con- 
du&ting him to his apartment, after fome compliments, made him 
his ufual fpeech, acquainting him with the cuftoms of the houfe, 
and retired, leaving him in poffeflion of his caltle. Soon after, 
the cook appeared with his bill of fare, to receive his direétions 
about fupper ; and the butler at the fame time, with a lift of 
wines and other liquors. ‘* And isall this really fo ?” faid 
Swift ; ‘* and, may I command here as in my own houfe ?”” 
The gentleman before mentioned aflured him he might, and that 
nothing could be more agreeable to the owner of the manfion, 
than that all under its roof fhould live conformably to their own 
inclinations, without the leaft reftraint. ‘* Well, then, (faid 
Swift), I invite you and Dr, Sheridan to be my guefts while [ 
ftay, for I think 1 fhall hardly be tempted to mix with the mob 
below.” 

Three days were paffed in riding over the demefne, and view- 
ing the feveral improvements, without ever feeing Mr. Mathew, 
or any of the guelts ; nor were the company below much con- 
cerned at his abfence, as his very name ufually infpired thofe 
who did not know him with awe, and they were afraid his pre- 
fence would put an end to that eafe and chearfulnefs which 
reigned among them. 

On the fourth day, Swift entered the room where the company 
were aflembled before dinner, and addreffed Mr. Mathew in one 
of the fineft complimental fpeeches that ever was made; in 
which he expatiated on all the beauties of his improvements, 
with the ‘kill of an artift, and tafte of a connoiffleur. He fhewed 
that he had a full comprehenfion of the whole of the plan, and 
of the judicious adaption of the parts to the whole, and pointed 
out feveral articles which had efcaped general obfervation. 

Such an addrefs, from a man of Swift’s charaéter, could not 
fail of being pleafing to the owner, who was at the fame time 
the planner of thefe improvements ; and fo fine an eulogium 
from one who was fuppofed to deal more in fatire than panegy- 
ric, was likely to remove the prejudice entertained againtt his 
character, and prepoflefs the reft of the company in his favour, 
He concluded his fpeech, by faying, “* And now, ladies and 
gentlemen, [ am come to live among you, and it fhall be no 
fault of mine if we do not pafs our time agreeably.” After dine 
ner, being in high fpirits, he entertained the company with vari- 
ous pleafantries, Dr. Sheridan and he played into one another’s 
hands ; they joked, they punned, they laughed, and a general 
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gaiety was diffufed through the whole company. In a hort 
time all conftraint on his account difappeared. He entered rea- 
dily into all their little {chemes of promoting mirth; and every 
day, with the affiftance of his coadjator, produced fome new one, 
which afforded a good deal of fport and merriment. Never were 
fuch joyous fcenes known there before ; for, when to eafe and 
chearfulnefs there is faperadded, at times, the higher zeft of gay 
wit, lively fancy, and droll humour, nothing can be wanting to 
the perfection of the focial pleafures of life. 

When the time came which obliged Dr. Sheridan to return to 

his fchool, the company were fo delighted with the dean, that 
they earneftly entreated him to remain there fome time longer ; 
and Mr. Mathew bimfelf, for once, broke through his rule, of 
foliciting the ftay of any gueft, (it being the eftablifhed cuftom 
of the hoafe, that all might depart when they thought proper, 
without any ceremony of leave-taking), by joining in the re- 
qeeft. 
Swift found himfelf fo happy in his fituation there, that he 
readily yieMled to their folicitations ; and inttead of the fort- 
night which he had originally intended, pafled four months 
there, much to his own fatisfaction, and that of all thofe who vi- 
fited the place daring that time. 

Having given fo very ample an account of the owner of this 
remarkable happy manfion, I fhall now relate an adventure he 
was engaged in, of fo fingular a kind as deferves weil to be re- 
corded.—It was towards the latter end of queen Aane’s reign, 
when Mr. Mathew returned to Dublin, after his long relidence 
abroad. At that time party ran very high, but raged no where 
with fuch violence as in that city, infomuch that duels were every 
day fought there on that fcore. ‘There happened to be, at that , 
time, two gentlemen in London, who valued theméelves highly 
on their ikill in fencing ; the name of one of them was Pack, 
the other Creed; the former a major, the latter a captain in the 
army. Heating of thefe daily exploits in Dublin, they refolved, 
like two knight-errants, to go over in queft of adventares, Upon 
enquiry, they learned that Mr. Mathew, lately arrived from 
France, had the character of being one of the firft {wordimen in 
Europe. Pack, rejoiced to find an antagoniit worthy of him, 
refolved, the firft opportanity, to pick a quarrel with him ; and 
meeting him as he was carried along the itreet in his chair, he 
jottled the fore-chairman: Of this Mr. Mathew tock no notice, 


as fuppofing it to be accidental : but Pack afterwards boafed of 
it in the public coffee-houfe, faying that he had purpof-ly of- 
fered this infult to that gentleman, who had not the {pirit to re- 


fent it. ‘Tnere happened to be prefent a particular friend of | 
o Mr, 
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Mr. Mathew, of the name of Macnatnara, a man of tried cou- 
rage, and reputed the beft fencer in Ireland. He immediately 
took .up the quarrel, and faid he was fure Mr. Mathew did not 
fuppofe the affront was intended, otherwife he would have chaf- 
tifed him on the fpot: but if the major would let him know 
where he was to be found, he fhould be waited on immediately 
on his friend’s return, who was to dine that day a little way out 
of town. The major faid that he fhould be at the tavern over 
the way, where he and his companions ‘would wait their com- 
mands. Immediately on his arrival, Mr. Mathew being made 
acquainted with what had pafled, went from the coffce-houfe to 
the tavern, accompanied by Macnamara, Being fhewn into the 
room where the two gentlemen were, after having fecured the 
door, without any expoftulation, Mathew and Pack drew their 
fwords ; but Macnamara ftopped them, faying, he had fomé- 
thing to propofe before they proceeded to action. He faid, in 
cafes of this nature, he could never bear to be a cool fpectator ; 
** fo, Sir, (addrefling himfelf to Mr, Creed), if you pleafe, I 
fhall have the honour of entertaining you in the fame manner.”” 
Creed, who defired no better fport, made no other reply than 
that of inftantly drawing his fword ; and to work the four com- 
panions fell, with the fame compofure as if it were only a fencing 
match with foils, The conflict was of fome duration, and main- 
tained with great obftinacy by the two officers, notwithftanding 
the great eftufion of blood from the many wounds which they 
had received. At length, quite exhaufted, they both fell, and 
yielded viGtory to the fuperior fkill of their antagonifts. 

Upon this oceafion, Mathew gave a remarkable proof of the 
compofure of his mind daring the ation. Creed had fallen the 
firft ; upon which Pack exclaimed, ** Ah, poor Creed, you are 
gone !” Yes, (faid Mathew, very compofedly), and you thall in- 
ftantly pack after him ;” at the fame time making a home thrutt 
quite through his body, which threw him tothe ground. This 
was the more remarkable, as he was never in his life, either be- 
fore cr after, known to have aimed ata pun. The number of 
wounds received by the vanquifhed parties was very great ; and, 
what feems almoft miraculous, their opponents were untouched. 
The furgeors, feeing the defperate ftate of their patients, would 
not fuffer them, to be removed out of the ropm in which they 
fought, but had beds immediately conveyed into it, on which 
they lay many hoors in a ftate of infenfibility. When they came 
to themfelves, and faw where they were, Pack, in a feeble 
voice, faid to his companion, ** Creed, I think we are the con- 
querors, for we have kept the field of battle.’? For a long time 
their lives were defpaired of; but, to the aftonifhment of every 
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one, they both recovered. When they were able to fee com- 
pany, Mathew and his friend attended them daily, and aclofe 
intimacy afterwards enfued, as they found them men of probity, 
and of the beft difpofitions, except in this Quixotith idea of duel- 
ling, whereof they were now pertectly cured. 





ABSTRACT OF CAPTAIN COOK’s LAST VOYAGE, 
[Continued from Page 40.] 


hd YOTWITHSTANDING the irreparable lofs we iuf- 
fered from the fudden refentment and violence of thefe 
ople, yet, in juftice to their general conduct, it muit be ac- 
Soomialaate that they are of the moft mild and affectionate dif- 
pofition; equally remote from the extreme levity and ficklenefs 
of the Otaheiteans, and the diftant gravity and referve of the 
inhabitants of the Friendly Iflands. They appear to live in the 
utmott harmony and friendthip with one aacther, The women, 
who had children, were remarkable for their tender and conitant 
attention to. them; and the men would often lend their affif- 
tance in thafe domettic offices, with a willingnefs that does cre- 
dit to their feelings. 

** Ic muft, however, be obferved, that they fall very thort of 
the other iflanders, in that beft teit of civilization, the refpect 
paid to the women, Here they are not only deprived of the 
privilege of eating with the men, but the belt forts of food 
tabooed, or forbidden them. They are not allowed to eat pork, 
turtle, feveral kind of fith, and fome pieces of the plantains ; 
and we were told that a poor girl got a terrible beating, for hav- 
ing eaten, on board of thip, one of thele interdicted articles. 
dn their domeftic life, they appear to live almoft entirely by them- 
felves, and though we did not obferve any initances of per{onal 
jll treatment, yet it was evident they had little regard or atten- 
tion paid them. 

«< The great hofpitality and kindnefs, with which we were 
received by them, have been frequently remarked ; and indeed 
they make the principal part of our tranfactions with them. 
Whenever wecame on hore, there was a conitant flruggle who 
fhould be moft forward in making us little prefents, bringing re= 
Srefhments, or fhewing iome other mark of their refpe&t. The 
old people never failed of receiving us with tears of joy ; feemed 
highly gratified with being allowed to touch us, and were con- 
flantly making comparifons between themielves and us, with the 
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ftrongeft_ marks of humility. The young women were not lefs 
kind and engaging, and,. till they found, notwithftanding our 
utmofk endeavours to preventit, that they had reafon to repent 
of our acquaintance, attached themlelves to us without the leat 
referve. 

** In juftice, however, to the fex, it muft be obferved, that 
thefe ladies were probably all of the lower clafs.of the people 5 
for I am ‘lrongly inclined to believe, that, excepting the few, 
whofe names are mentioned in the coarfe of our narrative, we 
did not fee any woman of rank during our ftay amongft 
them. 

«* Their natural capacity feems, in no refpeét, below the come 
mon ftandard of mankind. Their improvements in agriculture, 
and the perfe€tion of their manufaQurers, and certainly adequate 
to the circumftances of their fituation, and the natural advan- 
tages they enjoy. The eager curiofity, with which they atten- 
ded the armourer’s forge, and the many expedients they had in- 
vented, even before we left the iflands, for working the iron they 
had procured from us, into fuch forms as were beft adapted to 
their purpofes, were {trong proofs of docility and ingenuity, 

** Our onfortunate friend, Kaneena, poffefled a degree of ju- 
dicious curiofity, and a quickne(s of conception, which was rarely 
met with amongft thefe people. He was very inquifitive after 
our caftoms and manners ; afked after our king ; the nature of 
our government; our numbers; the method of building our 
fhips; our hoofes; the produce of our country ; whether we 
had wars; with whom; and on whatoccafions ; and in what 
manner they were carried on; who was our God ; and many 
other queftions of the fame natore, which indicated an under 
ftanding of great comprehenfion. 

‘© We met with two initances of perfons difordered in their 
minds, the one a3 man at Owhyhcee, the other a woman at Onec- 
heow. It appeared, from the particular attention and refpect 
paid to them, that the opinion of their being infpired by the 
Divinity, which obtains among mott of the nations of the Eat, 
is alfo received here. 

‘«-The inhabitants of thefe iflands differ from thofe of the 
Friendly files, ‘in’ fuffering, aimoit univerfally, their beards to 
grow. ‘There were indeed, a few, amongft whom was the old 
King, that cut it off entirely ; and others that wore it only upon 
the opper lip. The fame variety, in the manner of wearing 
the hair, is alfo obfervable here, as among the other iflanders of 
the South Sea ; befides which, they have a fafhion, as far as we 
knov, peculiar to themfelves.. They cut it clofe on each fide 
the head, down to the ears, leaving a ridge, of about a fmall 
hand’s 
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hand’s breadth, ranning from the forehead to the neck; which, 
when the hair is thick and curling, has the form of the creft of 
the ancient helmet. Others wear large quantities of falfe hair, 
flowing down their backs in long ringlets, like the figure of the 
inhabitants of Horn Ifland, as feenin Dalrymple’s Voyages; 
and others, again, tie it wnto a fingle round bunch on the top of 
the head, almoft as large as the head itfelf; and fome into five 
or fix diftin& bunches. They daub their hair with grey clay, 
mixed with powdered fhells, which they keep in balls, and chew 
it into a kind of foft pafte, when they have occafion to make ufe 
of it. This keeps the hair {mooth; and, in time, changesit to 
a pale yeliow colour. 

«* Both fexes wear necklaces, made of ftrings of {mall varie- 
gated fhelis ; and an ornament, in the form ot the handle of a 
cup, abqut two inches long, and half an inch broad, made of 
wood, ftone, or ivory, finely polifhed, which is huog about the 
neck, by fine threads of twiiled hair, doublec fometimes an 
hundred fold. Inftead of this ornament, fome of them wear, 
on their breaft,a {mall human figure, made of bone, fufpended 
in the fame manner. 

« The fan, or fy-ftap, is alfo an ornament ufed by both fexes. 
The molt ordinary kind are made of the fibres of the cocoa- 
nut, tied loofe, in bunches, to the top of a {mooth polifhed han- 
dle. The tail feathers of the cock, and of the wopic-bird, are 
alfo ofed in the fame manner ; but the more valuable are thofe 
which have the handle made of the arm or leg bones of an 
enemy flain in battle, and which are preferved with great care, 
and handed down, from father to fon, as trophies of ineftimable 
value. 

«© The cuftom of tattowing the body, they have in common 
with the reft of the natives of the South Sea Iflands ; but it is 
only at New Zealand, and the Sandwich Iflands, that they ta¢- 
sow the face. 

«© From fomeinformation we received, relative tothe cuf- 
tom of ta’‘owing we were inclined to think, that itis fre- 
quently intended asa fign of mourning on thedeath of one 
of their chiefs, or any other calamitous event. For we were 
often told, that fuch a particular mark was in memory of fuch a 
chief; and fo ef the refit. It may be here, too, obferved, that 
the loweft clafs are often rattowed with a mark that diflinguithes 
them asthe property of the feveral chiefs to whom they belong. 

“The drefs ef the men generally confifts only of a piece of 
cloth called the maro, about ten or twelve inches broad, which 
they pafg between their legs, and tie round the wai. ‘This is 
the common drefs of all ranksot people, Tieir mats, fome 
of which are beautifully manufactured, are of various fizes, but 
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moftly about five feet long, and four broad. ‘Thefe they throw 
over their fhoulders, and bring forward before; but they are fel- 
dom afed, except in time of war,-for which purpofe they feem 
better adapted than for ordimary ufe, being of a thick and cam- 
berfome texture, and capable of breaking the blow of a ftane, 
or any blunt weapon. Their feet are generally bare, except 
when they have occafion to travel over the burnt ftones, when 
they fecure them with a fort of fandal made of cords, twilted 
from the fibres of the cocoa-nut. Such is the ordinary drefs of 
thefe iflanders; but they have another, appropriated to their 
chiefs, and ufed on ceremonious occafions, confiiting of a fea- 
thered cloak and helmet, which, in point of beauty and magni- 
ficence, is perhaps nearly equal to that of any nation in the world. 
Thefe cloaks are made of different lengths in proportion to the 
rank of the wearer, fome of them reaching no lower than the 
middle, others trailing on the ground, ‘The inferior chiefs have 
alfo a thort cloak, refemblioag the former, made of the long tail- 
feathers of the cock, the tropic and man of war birds, with a 
broad border of the fmall red and yellow feathers, and a collar 
of the fame. Others again are made of feathers entirely white, 
with variegated borders. ‘The helmet has a ftrong lining of 
wicker-work, capable of breaking the blow of any warlike in- 
ftrament.and feems evidently defigned for that purpofe, Thefe 
feathered dreffes feemed to be exceedingly {carce, appropriated 
to perfons of the higheft rank, and worn by the men only. 

« The exact refemblance between this habit, and the cloak 
and helmet formerly wora by the Spaniards, was too ftriking not 
to excite our curiofity to enquire, whethes there were any pro- 
bable grounds for fuppofing it to have been borrowed from them. 
After exerting every means in our power, of obtaining infor- 
mation on this fubjeét, we found that they had no immediate 
knowledge of any other nation whatever ; nor any tradition re- 
maining among them of thefe iflands having been ever vifited 
before by fuch thips as ours. But notwithftanding the refult of 
thefe inquiries,the ancommon form of this habit appears to me a 
fufficient proof of its Earopean origin; efpecially when added 
to another circumftance, that it is a fingular deviation from the 
general refemblance in drefs, which prevails amongft all the 
branches of this tribe, difperfed through the South Sea. We 
were driven indeed, by this conclufion, to a fuppofition of the 
fhipwreck of fome Buccaneer, or Spanith fhip, in the neigh- 
bourhdbd of thefe iflands. But when it is recolle@ted, that the 
courfe of the Spanifh trade from Acapulco to the Manillas, is 
but a few degrees to the Southward of the Sandwich Iflands, im 
their 
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their paflage out, and to the Northward, on their return, this 
fuppofition will not appear in the-leaft improbable. 

** The common drefs of the women bears a clofe refemblance 
to thatof the men. They wrap round the waift a piece of cloth, 
that reaches half way down the thighs; and fometimes, in the 
cool of the evening, they appeared with loofe pieces of fine 
cloth thrown over their fhoulders, like the women of Otabeite. 
The pax is another drefs very frequently worn by the younger 
part of the fex. It is made of the thinneft and fineft fort of 
cloth, wrapt feveral times round the waift, and defcending to 
the leg; fo as to have exaétly the appearance of a full fhort 
petticoat. Their hair is cut fhort behind, and turned up before, 
as is the fafhion among the Otaheiteans and NewZealanders ; all 
of whom differ, in this refpe&, from the women of the Friendly 
Iflands, who wear their hair long. We faw, indeed, one wo- 
man, in Karakakooa Bay, whofe hair was arranged in a very fin- 
gular manner; it was turred up behind, and brought over the 
forehead, and then doubled back, fo as to form a fort of fhade 
to the face, like a {mall bonnet. 

** Their necklaces are made of fhells, or of a hard, thining, 
red berry. Befides which, they wear wreaths of dried flowers of 
the India mallow ; and another beautiful ornament, called eraie, 
which is generally put about the neck, but is fometimes tied 
like a gariand round the hair, and fometimes worn in both thefe 
ways at once, This pleafing ornament is a ruff of the 
thicknefs of a finger, made, in a curious manner, of exceedingly 
{mall feathers, woven fo clofe together as to form a furface as 
{mooth as that of the richeft velvet. The ground was generally 
of a red colour, with alternate circles of green, yellow, and 


Black. 
[To be continued.] 





REPL. EC TION & 


HE firft ftep towards vice is to make a myftery of innocent 
actions. Who loves to hide will foon find it neceflary to 
hide. 
If we would honour merit we muft not judge by appearances, 
A habit of fincerity in acknowledging faults is a guard againft 


committing them. 
The beit practical rule of morality is never to do but what you 


are williog all the world fhould know. 
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R. Quin was a gentleman whofe humour gave life to the 
converfation of thoufands, who perhaps never had the 
pleafure of feeing him: many of whom, but for the repetition 
of his wit, would have been ver ry dull companioris. But the flory 
that follows does honour to his good-nature, and therefore itis 
here felected.—-Mr, Thomfon, a Scots gentleman, now univer- 
fally known by his fiae poems on the Seafons, on Liberty, &c, 
when he firft came to London, was in very narrow circam- 
itances, and before he was diftinguithed by his writings, was 
many times put to his fhifts, evea for a dinner. The debts he 
then contra¢ted lay very heavy upon him for a long time after. 
wards ; and upon the publication of his Seafons, one of his cre- 
ditors arrefted him, thinking that a proper opportanity to get his 
money, ‘The report of this misfortune happened to reach the 
ears of Mr. Quin, who had indeed read the Seafons, but had ne- 
ver feen their author; and upon firifter enquiry, he was told 
that Thomfon was in the bailiff’s hands ata {punging-houfe in 
Holborn; thither Quin went, and being admitted into nis cham- 
ber, ‘* Sir,” faid he, in his ufual tone of voice, ‘* youdon’t 
know me, 1 believe, but my name is Quin.” Mr. Thom/‘on 
received him politely, and faid, ‘* that though he could not boait 
of the honour of a perfonal acquaintance, he was no ranger ei- 
ther.to his name or his merit ;”’ and very obligingly invited him 
to fitdown. Quin then. told him, he was come to ivp with him, 
and that he had already ordered the cok to provide fapper, 
which he hoped he would excufe.—Mr. Thomfon made the 
proper reply, and then the difcourfe turacd indifferently upon 
fubje&ts of literature, When fupp er was over, and the glafs 
had gone brifkly about, Mr. Quin then took occafion to explain 
himfelf by faying, ‘* 1¢ was now time toenter upon bufinefs.”” 
Mr. Thomfon declared he was ready toferve him as far as his 
capacity would reach, in any thing he fhould command, (think- 
ing he was come about fome affair relating to the Drama.) 
“€ Sir,” fays Mr. Quin, ‘* you mittake my meaning. Iam in 
your debt. Iowe you a hundred pounds, and I am come to pay 
you.” Mr. Thomfon, with a difconfolate air, replic d, that as 
he was a gentleman whom, to his knowledge, he had never o¢- 
fended, he wondered he fhould feek an opportunity to reproach 
him under his misfortunes. ‘* No, by G—=d,” faid Quin, raif- 
ing his voice, ‘* i’d be d—n'd be. ore lL would do that. I fas 
I owe you an hundred p ounds, and there it is,” (laying a ban! 
note of that value before him.) Mr. ‘Thomfon was aftonithe: 
begged he would explain himfelf., ‘“* Why,” fays Quia, 
Vou. VI, 133. I tell 
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tell you; foon after I had read your Seafons, I took it into my 

head that as I had fomething in the world to leave behind me 
when I died, I would make my will, and among the reftof my 
legatees I fet down the author of the Seafons an hundred pounds, 
i] and this day hearing that you was in this houfe, I thought I 
. might as well have the pleafure of paying the money myfelf, 
as to order my executors to pay it when perhaps you may have 
lefs need of it; and this, Mr. Thomfon, is the bufinefs I came 
i about.” I need not exprefs Mr. Thomfon’s grateful acknow- 

ledgements, but leave every reader to conceive them. 
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Au ANECODOT E. 


Rich old ufurer having loft rool. in a bag, promifed a 
i: reward of 10], to the perfon who fhould reitore it. A 
i man having, brought it to him, demanded the reward. ‘T'he 
ufurer, loth to give the reward, now he had got the bag, al- 
ledged, after the bag was opened, that there wa 110]. in it when 
he loft it.—The ufurer being called before a judge, unwarily 
acknowledged that the feal was broke open in his prefence, and 
that there was no more at that time than tool. in the bag.— 
*« You fay (fays the judge) that the bag you loft had 110). in 
it.”—** Yes, my lord.”—** Then (replied the judge) this can- 
not be your bag, as it contained but sool, therefore the plaintiff 
mutt keep it till the true owner appears; and you mutt look for 
your bag where you can find it.” , 














2£y Dr. James Forpyce. 


Under this ftone are depofited, 
Among poets, philofophers, orators, and heroes, 
Tie remains of Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 
Who united in himfelf 
Their beft qualities. 
f His imagination was bold, rich, and fublime 3 
i His jadgement clear and comprehenfive, 
Penetrating and profound, 
The power of addrefling at once, 
The fancy, the enderftanding, and the heart, 
He pollefied in an eminent degree. 
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| EPITAPH on the late Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 
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Of invincible refolution 
In the caufe of truth and virtue, 
He exhibited corfpicuous marks. 
The vices and follies 
Of the fafhionable or the affluent, the learned or the great, 
He difdained to flatter. 
The favour of an unprincipled age 
He never courted, 

By employing his talents to fubvert religion or morals, 
To propagate infidelity, or encourage licentioufnefs. 
The former he ftrenuoufly vindicated, and conftantly enforced 3 
The latter he firmly and openly condemned and expofed ; 
Standing forth on all occafions 
The undaunted cenfor of the public, 

The majeftic teacher of mankind. 

If in his converfation 
He little ftudied the graces of polite addrefs, 
He was no ftranger to the feelings 
Of friendthip or benevolence. 

If in his writings 
He fometimes negleéted the fofter arts of compofition, 
His ftyle often pleafed by its harmony, 

And always impreffed by its vigour. 

On moft fubjeéts he thought for himfelf : 

On none did he write or fpeak 
Without advancing fomething new or uncommon. 
His wit was brilliant, ready, and unborrowed ; 

The vivid energy of fenfe, 

Not a play of words, or the glitter of vivacity. 
‘That he was perfectly acquainted 
With the derivation and extent, the elevation and force, 
Of the Engiifh tongue, 

He hath left behind him an illuftrious proof, 

In his celebrated Dittionary of that language, 
Whether he was more diftinguifhed 
By flrength of memory, or univerfality of learning, 
By critical or biographical {kill, 

Were difficult to determine. 

His knowledge of nature and of life 

Was chiefly intuitive: | 
And his reprefentations of cither 
Can only fail to affect and delight 
The ignorant or the prejudiced, 
But that which crowns the charaéter 
Of this extraordinary man, 
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Is the Iength of years he devoted 
To the improvement of his fellow creatures, 
From a principle of piety to his Creator. 
He was born Sept. 7, 1709. 
He died Dec. 13, 1784. 





EPITAPH on the reigning DUKE of WIRTEMBERG. 
Written by Himser. 


*THE reigning duke of Wirtemberg, whofe change of life is 

as remarkable as his diffipations formerly were reproach- 
ful, has had the following epitaph upon himfelf engraved near 
te grave intended for him at his hermitage of Hoenheim : 


F.RSI EN D, 

I have enjoyed life, and have known all its enjoyments; their 
charms had feduced me: I {uffered myfelf to be carried away 
like to a torrent. O God, what an opening, when the bandage 
fell at length from myeyes! Days and years had gone by, and 
what was right and good had never once been thought of. Falfe- 
hood and hypocrify deified the bafett aétions, and the veil which 
hid trath from me was a black mift, which the ftrongeft rays of 
the bleiling-difperfing fun cannot difpel. What remains of me 
Alas! friend, this flone covers my grave; it alfo covers 
Great God! watch upon what is to come. 


5 
now f 


what is patt. 


An infallille Remedy againf? the Cramp. 
A Corrcfpondent having communicated to us an infallible ree 
I inft the cramp, we think it our duty to lay it be- 
both as a cure and preventative of 








fore the public. It operates 

that Creadful and termenting diforder ; and appears likely to 
aniwer the purpofe, as itis fimple in itfelf, and of an ealy pur- 
chafe to all. It confifts in inclafing between two rags a good 


’ powder of brimflone, which muft be fattened at bed- 
e inep, confined by a pieceof tape orribbon, Our 
correfponcent, who was very fubject go thofe excruciating pains, 

i as made ufe of the above ree 


has never feit arcturn fince neh 
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Anfwer, by Tafa, of Briftol, to T. Pafmore’s Queftion, in 
ferted November 22. 


It can eafily be demonftrated by fluxions that when the 

area of a right-angled A is to be a maximum, the bafe 
muft be=the L ; and when this happens the area is con= 
ftantly =the fquare of half the hypothenufe; therefore to 
have the area the greateft poffible, the hypothenufe muft be 
the greateft poffible, and this it will evidently be when it 
is = the diameter, that is = 10 inches; and confequently, 
the A muft be infcribed in a femi-circle, and its area is 
25inches. .*. 257.7854 = 490 875 =the required area 
of the circle. 

By pages 76, 78, and 80, of Emerfon’s Geometry, we 
have a8 2:5 — 5 22 1265” (radius fquare) : {quare of 
the fide of the equilateral A ; and as 4:3:312.57 : f{quare 
of the fide of the equilateral A; alfoas 132— 22212457 
fquare of the fide of the o&agon. Hence is readily 
found the area of the equilateral A = 202.9746; the 
area of the fquare= 312.5; of the pentagon = 371-5061; 
of the hexagon = 405.9494; and of the octagon = 
441.9416 fquare inches. 








A REBUS, by F. 8. of Shepton-Mallet. 


Virgin who lov’d Crocus, but in vain ; 
A king of Pontus, by his brother flain ; 
An Ezrahite, for wifdom greatly fam’d; 
A famous finger, in the fcripture nam’d ; 
And laftly bring Amintor’s injur’d boy, 
Who with Achilles went to th’ fiege of Troy. 
The initials will, if right you join the fame, 
Affliéted nature’s {weet reftorer name. 
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Philanthropos on Pride is too full of inve@ive, and would pro- 
cure us ico many enemies to appear in the Entertainer. 
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The COTTAGE and COTTAGERS. 


[From Landfcapes in Verfe, taken in Spring. By the Author 
of Sympathy. ] 


OFT peers, through foliage deep, 
—S The roffet dwelling of an ancient pair, 
Who thrice ten fmiling years, beneath its roof, 
(Bluth gay and great ones of a jarring world !) 
Have led a virtuous life of wedded love ! 

This pattern, rare and high, Cleone views, 
And plucking foft the unadorned latch, 
Enters the cot where love with nature reigns 
Far from the city artifice :—the pair 
We find, with all their progeny around, 

In goodly rows aflembled at the board 

Of buxom health, who fpreads the light repaf, 

Which hofpitality (fach as of yore 

Our ancient Britons lov’d, ere courtier pomp 

The once wide opening door infidious clos’d), 

With importunings fweet, invites to fhare. ] 
Their offer’d boon accepted, we furvey ‘ 

Silvan fimplicity her graces lend 

To clear content, who in the herdfman’s hut 

(Which fcorns the gildings of felicity) 

Refides with real happinefs a friend, 

Ev’n as an houfhold goddefs, ever near 

With gentle hand, to blefs this couple blythe, 

To pour the fpirit of the fretheft gale 

Upon the modeft rofe that humbly blows 

Around their dwelling fmall:—from the clear {pring 

That lends its little tide, the pureit flream 
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To draw, for ufe or pleafure :—o’er the couch 
To thed the fweeteft fleep from night till morn, 
Light as the filent dews that fall in both. 

And now we liftea to the honeft tale 
Of cottage fondnefs, and of cottage faith, 
Told by the matron, while the fhepherd fwain 
(Inftructed well to read the fecret heart) 
Traces with fkill, even to its rofy fource, 
The crimfon flufh that paints Cleone’s cheek, 
As, by the fcene fubdu’d, I feem more clofe 
To fold her tender form :—This counfel kind 
Diftill’d at length like honey from his lip : 
«¢ Yes, youth and maiden, I can fee your hearts 
«© ‘Twine round each other like your circling arms = 
«« Behold in us a pair grown old together, 
** Our morning tender, and our evening true ; 
** Then live and love, as we have lov’d and liv’d ; 
«* Go with our mutual bleflings on your heads ; 
«¢ And when in richer domes ye fee pale care 
*« Lift her proud creft to cheat her gaping crowd 
With fpecious fhews of rapture, feldom found 
«* In palace or in hut—then foftly fay, 
¢¢ As many a year remote when weare laid 
*« Beneath the verdant turf, ye hither come, 
** Here dwelt the couple of the cot ;—nere oft 
** We fat us down in courtfhip’s blooming hour, 
«* And fwore, if Hymen e’er thould join our hands, 
«* To live as faithful, and to love as long.” 
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VERSES addreféd to Mrs. BRYDGES, of St. Lawrence-Houfe, 


near Canté rbury. 


By ber SonS. Ecerton Bryoces, E/q; of the Middle Temple. 


Thou, whofe care o’er all my life prefides, 
Whofe hand fupports me, and whofe judgment guides ; 

From jocund parties of the noify bar, 
From crowds, and uneadearing circles far, 
Pleas’d to whofe chearful roof I feal away, 
In fweet domettic blifs to pafs my day! 
(For what wild joys, what flattery can fupply 
The tender watchings of a mother’s eye ?) 
Beneath thy {miles | catch poetic fire, 
And ftrike, with rapt’rous hand, my echoing lyre 
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For thou without contempt my faults doft bear, 
Though oft, unmeaning, they have drawn thy tear ; 
My ill-tim’d ardors, and my {corn to raife 

On the foft arts, that grace the world, my praife, 
Whilft wild ambition leads my hopes aftray, 

To draw attention from the fimple lay, 

Which ftrives the fancy’s vifions to impart, 

Or wake the flumb’ring feelings of the heart. 
Vain hope! For to the moft negleéted ftring 

Of the neglected lyre I dare to fing. 

Yet thefe wild wifhes, free from blame or fcorn, 
With all their train of follies, haft thou borne; 
To whom but thee, my mother, then belongs 
The fmall requital of my humble fongs? 


Middle Temple, April 25, 1785. 
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By the Author of Pictures rrom Natur. 


OR thee, whofe love I value more than life, 
Whofe fond fmile fofters what the nine infpire, 
For thee I reaflume my humble lyre ; 
Here, in this fhade, far diflant from the ftrife 
Of fcenes, where fathion’s pamper’d votaries, rife 
In diffipation’s revel, quench thy fre, 
O mufe, and blaft the hallow’d name of wife 
*Mid the dark orgies of impure defire, 


For thee, though ne’er my unambitious ftrain 
Shall footh th’ unfeeling world, I yet awhile 

Tune the rude fhell ; and, haply, not in vain, 
If ({weet reward of every anxious toil !) 

My fimp'e fong has ftill the power to gain 
From my own Laura an approving imile, 











EPITAPH on a BLACKSMITH. 


LOWN out his bellows, and his fire decay’d, 

See death’s fell hammer on poor Cyclops laid. 
Reader, proclaim, if thou can’it tell, his worth, 
But let his vice lie hid with him in earth, 


a> 


q 


who 
me { 
As ] 
was | 
mani 
ger f 


Mr. 
wher 
the f 
thin, 
every 
this 
was | 
quire 
the u 
her t 
Vi 


end c 
cath, 


